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IN THE MATTER OF 
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The parties to this action fcv 

Paul Barr Chri.stianson, M.1 / 
48 FW/MDG, PSC 41, POE 
APO AE 094-64 

Wisconsin Medical Examin 
P 0. Box 8935 
Madison, WI 53708-8935 

Department of Regulation a 
Division of Enforcement 
P.0 Box 8935 
Madison. WI 53708-8935 

The parties in this matter ag ,rr I\, <,1x, ,Cl,,,J a,,11 L”,,U,,,\,,,S 111 L,,C allaL d Stipulation as 
the fiual decision of this matter, subject to the approval of the Board. The Board has reviewed 
thts Stipulation and considers it acceptable. 

Accordingly, the Board in this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and makes the 
following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT -__ 

I Respondent Paul Barr Christianson M.D. (dab 2/n/42), is and was at all times 
relevant to the facts set forth herein a physician and surgeon licensed in the State of Wisconsin 
pursuant to license #20599. Respondent is a general surgeon. 

2 The Respondent did, on January 24, 1992, surrender his license to practice medicine 
and surgery in the state of Texas, in lieu of further investigation of alleged negligent or 
unprofessional practice There was no finding of unprofessional conduct or negligence in the 
surrender agreement or the board order accepting the surrender. 

1 The conduct which resulted in the Texas investigation involved respondent’s 
judgt&nt in his practice In particular one case involved his judgment in the case of an elderly 
woman with intestinal blockage, another case involved his judgment in dealing with a young 
man who turned out to have appendicitrs, and the third case mvolved his judgment in dealing 
with a young man who had a stenosis of the esophagus. 
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4. One of Board’s consultants in this matter is a board-certified surgeon who was also 
the Texas board’s consultant. He has served on the contmuing medical education committees of 
his state medical associations for fifteen years and presently serves as the chair of the CME 
accreditation subcommittee for his state’s association. Based on his review of these charts and 
without knowing what respondent’s CME history was. be recommended in his deposition in 
June, 1995, that an appropriate outcome to this case would be that respondent satisfactorily 
complete a “good review course in gastrointestinal surgery to include surgery of the esophagus 
and also general gastrointestinal surgery and colon surgery. ” “There are courses sponsored by 
the University of Minnesota in gastrointestinal surgery and in colorectal surgery that are held on 
‘an annual basis.” ” They involve several days [...I anywhere from two and one half to four days.” 

5. A review of respondent’s CME records obtained in July, 1995, show that, before 
these proceedings were commenced, but after respondent’s treatment of all three of these 
patients, he did successfully complete a 25 l/4 hour course in Trauma and Critical Care Surgery 
ai the 1Jniversity of Mmnesota, in June IYY 1. 

G Numerous expert consultants have reviewed the charts of the three Texas patients. 
These consultants are divided in their opinions as to whether respondent’s treatment was within 
the standard of care. 

CONCLUSIONS OF,LAW 

7. The Wisconsin Medical Examinin g Board has jurisdiction to act in this matter 
pursuant to 5448.02(2), Wis. Stats. 

s. The Board is authorized to enter mto the attached Stipulation pursuant to §227.44(5), 
Wis Stats. 

9. In view of the completion by respondent of an appropriate continuing medical 
education, further action by the Board in this matter would not be an appropriate use of the 
Board’s scarce resources at this time. 

ORDER 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that the attached Stipulation is accepted. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that this matter is C,LOSED in the prosecutorial discretion of 
the Board, in that action has been taken addressing the conduct and such action makes further 
actlon unnecessary. This acuon is not a disciphmuy action against respondent. 

Dated this ,/$ day of ;6, &MA ,1995. 

WISCONSIN MEDICAL EXAMININ G BOARD 
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It is hereby stipulated between the above Respondent, personally on his own behalf, and the 
Department of Regulation and Licensing, Division of Enforcement by its undersigned attorney 
as follows: 

1. This Stipulation is entered into as a result of a pending investigation of licensure of 
Respondent by the Division of Enforcement. Respondent consents to the resolution of this 
investigation by Stipulation and without a hearing on the formal complaint which has been 
issued in this matter. 

2. Respondent is aware of and understands his rights with respect to disciplinary 
proceedings, including the right to a statement of the allegations against him; a right to a hearing 
at which time the State has the burden of proving those allegations; the right to confront and 
cross-examine the witnesses against him, the right to call witnesses on his behalf and to compel 
attendance of witnesses by subpoena; the right to testify personally; the right to file objections to 
any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral arguments to the officials who are to render 
the final decision; the right to petition for rehearing; and all other applicable rights afforded 
under the United States Constitution, the Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, and 
the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

3. By entering into this Stipulation, Respondent voluntarily and knowingly waives the 
rights set forth in paragraph 2 above, on the condition that all of the provisions of this 
Stipulation are approved by the Board. 

4. Respondent is aware of his right to seek legal representation and has obtained legal 
advice prior to execution of this Stipulation. 

5. With respect to the attached Final Decision and Order, Respondent is not admitting 
any negligence or unprofessional conduct, and settles this matter solely to avoid the expenses 
and uncertainties of litigation. For this reason alone, respondent agrees that the Board may 
reach the conclusions set forth in the Conclusions of Law, and may enter the Order. 

6. If the terms of this Stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, the parties shall not be 
bound by the contents of this Stipulation or the proposed Final Decision and Order, and the 
matter shall be returned to the Division of Enforcement for further proceedings. In the event that 
this Stipulation is not accepted by the Board, the parties agree not to contend that either the 
Board or the Respondent has been prejudiced or biased in any maturer by the consideration of 
this attempted resolution. 

-I. If the Board accepts the terms of this Stipulation, the parties to this Stipulation 
consent to the entry of the attached Final Decision and Order without further notice, pleading, 
appearance or consent of the parties. 
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8. This stipulation is subject to approval by the Division of Enforcement’s 
attorney-supervisor. If approved by the supervisor, the Division of Enforcement joins 
Respondent in recommending that the Board adopt this Stipulation and issue the attached Final 
Decision and Order. 

9. Respondent agrees that an attorney for the Division of Enforcement may appear at 
any deliberative meeting of the Board, in open or closed session, with respect to this Stipulation 
but that appearance is limited to statements solely in support of this Stipulation, and to 
Canswering questions asked by the Board and its staff, and for no other purpose. Respondent 
shah be given notice and an opportunity to appear at the same time as any prosecuting attorney. 

10. Since the attached findings of fact. conclusions of law, and order do not constitute a 
~tisciphnary actton aganst respondent, the Board’s Bmal decision and order wrll not be published 
by the Board or Department in any form (other than as a part of statistical compilations), nor 
communicated to the National Practitioner Data Bank or the Federation of State Medical Boards 
of the United States, Inc. Respondent understands that the Department is obligated to comply 
with the Public Records law, $19.21, Stats., et seq., and that the Order and other portions of the 
fide (excluding patient health care records) are public records. 

11. The parties waive any right to seek or recover costs, attorneys fees, or other expenses 
from each other, arising out of this investigation and litigation, before the Medical Examining 

will bear its own costs, attorneys fees, and expenses. 

6-t 7 Aal. %- 
Date 

w,. _~ 
Stephen 0. M&ray, Attorney fb Respxfi 

Prosecutdg Attorney 
Division of Enforcement 

Date 



NOTICE OF APPEAL INFORMATION 

Notice Of Rights For Rehearing Or Judicial Review, The Times Allowed For 
Each, And The Identification Of The Party To Be Named As Respondent. 

Serve Petition for Rehearing or Judicial Review on: 

STATE OF WISCONSIN MEDICAL ExAXININC BOARD 

1400 East Washington Averme 
P.O. Box 8935 

Madison, WI 53708. 

The Date of Mailing this Decision is: 

December 18, 1995 

1. REHEARING 

Angpersonaggrievedbythisordermayfileawrinen~~forrehearingwithin 
20 days after servia of this order, as pmvided in sec. 227.49 of the Wisconsin Statutes, a 
C~ofwhichisBprintedons~twoOf~~~.~20&ype~odcommmc*lthe 
dayofpasonalserviaormailingofthisdecisioa~dateofmailingthisdccisionis 
shown above.) 

A paition for refiearing is not a prwequisite for appear or review. 

2. JUDICIAL REVIEW. 

Any per~m aggkcd by this decision may petition for judicial review as specified 
in WC. 22753. W~SCO~II Sranu~s a copy of whir& & w on si& two of this skt. 
Bylaw,a~nfor~ewmastbefiledincircrritcourtMdshouldnameasthc 
rwpondaa the parry listed in the box above. A copy of the petitiOn fOr pdiciai nview 
shouldbe-uponthcpanylistedinthcboxabove. 

Apnition~be~~~30days~rserviaof~decisionifthercisno 
petition for rrhcaring, or within 30 days after setvia of the 0rdu ii&ly disposing of a 
petition for deadng, or within 30 days after the tinal disposition by @on of law of 
anypedtionforl&earing. 

‘lb 30-d~~ period for serving and tiling a petition commencesonthedayafter 
pen~~~~rmailingofthcdecisionbytheag~~,0rthedayafterthef~ 
disposition bg aperation of the law of any petition for rehearing. m date of mailing this 
&oision is shown above.) 


